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AUSTRALIAN AWARDS FOR TEACHING EXCELLENCE 

Statement by Minister for Education 
DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [12.14 pm]: I am pleased to advise the house 
about the outstanding outcomes for Western Australian teachers, educators and schools at last month’s 
Australian Awards for Teaching Excellence. The top national award for excellence by a teacher was won by 
Tracey Anthony, from Aranmore Catholic College in Leederville. Tracey was acknowledged as an exemplary 
teacher of English as an additional language or dialect who contributes significantly to the educational success 
and life chances of the multicultural student population at her school, particularly the large Sudanese community. 

Three other Western Australian teachers received high commendations in this section. Jessine Bonzas, from 
Safety Bay Senior High School, was acknowledged as an exceptional teacher with outstanding skills in sports 
education and student engagement, using soccer to develop students’ sense of belonging, pride, leadership and 
achievement. Louis Cheeseman from Mindarie Senior College was recognised for drawing on his outstanding 
knowledge of health and physical education to establish a dynamic and high-quality department, including a 
professional fitness centre. Charissa Quartermain from Queen of Apostles Primary School was honoured for her 
ability to establish rapport with children and partnerships with their families. 

Majella Catholic Primary School in Balga received the top award for excellence by a school and its community. 
A sudden influx of African refugees prompted the school to make major changes to meet the special needs of 
these new members of its community. As a result, the school has achieved significant improvements in student 
wellbeing, behaviour and academic achievement by providing these children with language, emotional, social, 
health and educational support. 

Other WA schools to be highly commended in this section were Orange Grove Primary School, for using 
technology to produce significant improvements in student engagement, attendance, behaviour, creativity and 
academic achievement; Presbyterian Ladies’ College, for developing a flexible and effective education 
environment through the extensive use of information and communication technologies; and Shenton College, 
for creating a culture of innovation, creativity, participation and success through its extension and enrichment 
program. 

Scotch College’s Andrew Syme received the top award for excellence by a principal, and Marli van der Merwe 
from Ellenbrook Christian College won a high commendation in the “Excellence by a Beginning Teacher” 
section. I would also like to acknowledge Badgingarra Primary School teacher Allan Whittome’s success in 
winning the Prime Minister’s prize for excellence in teaching in primary schools. Thanks largely to Allan’s 
passion and commitment, Badgingarra Primary School has embraced science and the investigative process. Allan 
believes that primary science should be all about the experience. One of his favourite quotes is by Nancy 
Rothwell: “Trying to teach science without practical experience is akin to trying to teach art without any drawing 
or painting.” The sculptures of native animals and the model of the solar system in limestone that line the entry 
to school, and the model racing cars designed and manufactured online by students, are testament to this 
approach. 
 


